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Ciguatera and its Off-Shoots—Chance Encounters en route to a Molecular Structure,
by Paul J. Scheuer of the University of Hawaii at Manoa, is the second article to be
published in the series of Tetrahedron Perspectives.

The object of Perspectives is to stimulate an increased awareness of the unity of
organic chemistry by highlighting those aspects of the field which will have appeal to
all of its practitioners. These include an appreciation of the role of individuals and
circumstances in the history of the subject, the dynamic of the current activity, and the
prospects for the future. Toward this goal, we shall, when necessary, recognize the role
of intellectual and sometimes even personal discord in the development of the field.

Whether solicited or volunteered, these manuscripts will be published from time to
time, after being subjected to the usual peer review.
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Paul J. Scheuer received a B.S. degree in chemistry from Northeastern University, Boston,
in 1943. He began graduate study with R. B. Woodward at Harvard, which was interrupted
in 1944 for service in the United States Army. After returning to Harvard in 1946 he earned
M.A. (1947) and Ph.D. (1950) degrees. In 1950 he accepted an assistant professorship at the
University of Hawaii, where he is now Professor Emeritus. His research in natural products
has ranged from constituents of endemic Hawaiian plants to a study of marine biota, their
chemistry and associated biological phenomena.



